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to serve its purpose may be doubtful; but at all events, the dis-
order which was caused by the outbreak of the civil war put an
end to the centralisation on which its efficiency depended; many
years were to elapse, and many local abuses to arise, before the
various factors could be once more co-ordinated in the pursuit of a
common policy throughout the realm.
The early seventeenth century was a period of transition, when
the power of capital was beginning to make itself felt in many
directions. There was great difficulty in finding any practical
reconciliation of the aims of maintaining the social stability on
which comfort depends, and yet of giving sufficient scope for
progress and change. The storm which broke out in the civil
war was the most obvious result of the efforts of the Stewarts to
exercise a mediating influence, and to organise a well-ordered
system of industry and trade. Eventually, the interplay and
conscious interdependence of interests in all parts of the country
in carrying out the common object of building up a national mer-
cantile marine gave cohesion to the economic activities of the
realm, but this was effected by the parliaments of the Restoration
period and of the Whig ascendancy, not through the personal
government of the crown. Patriotic sentiment found satisfaction
in the success of the efforts to develop material resources of every
kind, and to render them conducive to national power.